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Sir: 


PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Prior to the examination of the above application, please amend this application 
as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS: 


Please add the following new claims: 


I8~ rh~a-eefflagaledpipe comprising two sections joined by 
telescopically matinglTm^te-^nd-c^ with a female end of the 

other section, the improvement comprising: 

an annular sealing element fixecWtfthe exterior surface of the male 
end and disposed to sealingly^ngage the interior surface of the female 
end; and 

an annularbaffd of reinforcing material disposed around the 
exterior surface'of the female end at a position along the longitudinal axis 
thereofjthafis in general alignment with the sealing element, the 
forcing material resisting loss of sealing engagement between the 

lentduring use of the pipe. 
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